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Parent/guardian Information Sheet 
Project Title:  Advancing the News Media Literacy of Young Australians
Project Summary: This Project responds to changes in how news is produced and consumed.  It addresses emerging questions regarding the changing role of news in relation to citizenship and democracy, and the challenge of ‘fake news’. In earlier research, the research team identified several barriers that prevent young Australians developing their news media literacy in the home and in schools. This Project activity seeks to understand the value and impact of a course your child has completed at school called Youth InQueensland. This course is a news literacy program for year 10 students developed by Professor Greste and Professor Brown in collaboration with the Department of Education – IMPACT Centre and the online journal InQueensland. 
Your child is invited to participate in a research study being led by Dr Tanya Notley, Senior Lecturer in Media Studies at Western Sydney University; Professor Peter Greste, UNESCO Chair in Journalism and Communication at the University of Queensland; and Professor Deborah Brown, Director of the UQ Critical Thinking Project at the University of Queensland.
How is the study being paid for? 
Initial funding for this project has been secured through a Western Sydney University Partnership Grant. This comprises $45,000 from Google Australia, $50,000 from the Museum of Australian Democracy and $35,000 from Western Sydney University. 
This project activity you are being asked to participate in is supported by cash and in-kind support from Queensland University and in-kind support from Western Sydney University.
What will my child be asked to do?

Respond to an online survey at start and end of program and join an online focus group including peers from their own school or other schools. The survey will ask your child how they usually interact with media, as well as to indicate how trustworthy they find specific news reports and/or news sources. The focus groups will concern the way your child consume news and how their approach to news media has changed following their participation in the Youth InQueensland program.  

These online activities will be undertaken in your child’s school, and a teacher will be present for the whole duration. 
How much of my child’s time will he/she need to give?
Up to 2 hours.
What benefits will my child, and/or the broader community, receive for participating?

No direct benefits. The Project will create and promote new learning materials for schools and promote research that highlights the importance of news media literacy in the digital age. 
Will the study involve any risk or discomfort for my child? If so, what will be done to rectify it? 

Discussing news content that was at the time distressing to a young person could cause further distress.
A teacher from your child’s school will be present during all research. We will alert your child that if they feel distressed or concerned they should discuss this with their teacher. 
How do you intend to publish or disseminate the results?

It is anticipated that the results of this research project will be published and/or presented in a variety of forums: in online articles, reports and academic journal articles. In any publication and/or presentation, information will be provided in such a way that the participant cannot be identified, except with your permission. 
Will the data and information that my child provides be disposed of?

No. The data your child provides will be used as per Western Sydney University’s Open Access Policy. This means that data collected from this study can be made available online and world-wide in perpetuity. Unless you give permission for identifiable data to be stored and shared (for the Youth Forum), the data that will be held and reused will be in non-identifiable form.
Can I withdraw my child from the study? Can my child withdraw from the study?

Your child can withdraw at any time during the research process before it is completed, or you can withdraw them, without giving a reason. If your child does withdraw or you withdraw them before the research is completed any information that has been supplied by your child in the group discussion will be destroyed. Survey data can not be destroyed however as we will not record the name of students in the survey.
Can I, or my child, tell other people about the study? 

Yes, you or your child, can tell other people about the study by providing them with the Chief Investigator’s contact details.  They can contact the Chief Investigator to discuss their participation in the research project and obtain a copy of the information sheet.

What if I require further information?

Please contact Dr Tanya Notley should you wish to discuss the research further before deciding whether or not to participate:
Dr. Tanya Notley | Senior Lecturer 

School of Humanities and Communication Arts  

Western Sydney University

Room ED.G.83 Parramatta South Campus

Postal: Locked Bag 1797 Penrith NSW 2751
Phone: (02) 9685 9834
What if I have a complaint?

If you have any complaints or reservations about the ethical conduct of this research, you may contact the Ethics Committee through Research Engagement, Development and Innovation (REDI)  on Tel +61 2 4736 0229 or email humanethics@westernsydney.edu.au.

Any issues you raise will be treated in confidence and investigated fully, and you will be informed of the outcome. 

If you agree for your child to participate in this study, you may be asked to sign the Consent Form. The information sheet is for you to keep and the consent form is retained by the researcher/s.

This study has been approved by the Western Sydney University Human Research Ethics Committee. The Approval number is H13210.
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